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Cally Oldershaw : Gemsof the World before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised Gems of the World:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Great for budding gem collectorsBy P. LEFFAlot of much needed
information for people who enjoy pretty stones. | have been tricked afew times by "fakes" and this book was helpful.
The photos are nice and the information might save you some heartache later.4 of 4 people found the following review
helpful. OVERALL REVIEWBY MAKQOThe book is a comprehensive guide to many of the more popular gemstones
of the world.It covers quite afew of the lesser known gems and includes cuts and colours. A very interesting book and
essential for the gem collector.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The very good source of knowledge
about gemsBY Zaina ArifinThis book is easy to study and understand, increasing my knowlegde all about the gem, the
book is very good.
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"A wonderful reference guide to the field of gemology.... Comprehensive [and] lavishly illustrated.” -- Booklist Thisis
apractical, comprehensive guide to the identification and use of precious and semiprecious gems, novelty stones,
agates and crystals. Presenting information on the gemstone industry, with an extensive section on ethical mining,
conflict diamonds and the emergence of new diamond centers, Gems of the World is a completely up-to-date
reference. Oldershaw clearly explains the geology, chemistry, properties and key aspects of gemstones. The book
includes descriptions of awide range of gems, each profiled with a color photograph showing its raw crystal, common
cuts and polished state for usein jewelry. At-a-glance charts identify refractive index, crystal group, luster, hardness
and cleavage. In addition to handsomeillustrations of priceless jewelry, the book provides practical information on:
Fashioning and cutting Collecting, handling and storing Weighing and measuring Lapidary and jewelry-making
Choosing a gemstone, including buying abroad Caring for and cleaning gemstones and jewelry Spotting a fake
Finding the best museums and retail outlets around the world. With its detailed descriptions, abundant illustrations and
expert commentary on current developments, Gems of the World is an ideal reference for gemol ogists, collectors,
investors and general readers.

From BooklistInternationally renowned mineralogist, expert gemologist, and former curator of gemstones Oldershaw
has written a wonderful reference guide to the field of gemology.In the lengthy introduction, she moves from basic
explanations of various types of rocks and minerals to geodes, the formation of crystals, and the characteristics of
precious and semiprecious gemstones. Even color formation is discussed and illustrated. We learn the differences
between naturally and synthetically formed gems and ways of identifying the imitations, fakes, and forgeries. Skills of
lapidary artisans, jewelers, and jewelry designers are referred to when discussing qualities of gemstonestheir
durability, clarity, surface types, etc. Advice is given on gem cutting, polishing, use of settings, general care, and
cleaning. A large segment of the 70-page introduction is devoted to the diamond industry. Following theintroduction,
anillustrated color key groups more than 130 varieties of precious and semiprecious stones into 8 color
categoriesyellow to brown, red to pink, blue to violet, green, colorless, white, black, and iridescent. In the gem
description section, gems arearranged by chemical-composition classification. Each description includes color
illustrations of rough and polished stones, various cuts (where appropriate), a specification chart, and prevalent
locations throughout the world. The volume concludes with a series of world maps showing important gem locations.
Comprehensive (though notall-inclusive) and lavishly illustrated, Gems of the World is intended for anyone who has
ever been fascinated by crystals, jewelry, and gems, from general readers to seasoned professionals. It isafine
addition to general collections. --Ann Cohen Internationally renowned mineral ogist, expert gemologist, and former
curator of gemstones Oldershaw has written awonderful reference guide to the field of gemology... Comprehensive
(though not all-inclusive) and lavishly illustrated, Gems of the World is intended for anyone who has ever been
fascinated by crystals, jewelry, and gems, from general readers to seasoned professionals. It is a fine addition to
general collections. (Ann Cohen Booklist 2008-10-01)About the AuthorCally Oldershaw isamineralogist and liaison
officer for the Geological Society of London and an examiner for the Gemmol ogical Association of Great Britain.



