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Larry Hodgson : Making the Most of Shade: How to Plan, Plant, And Grow a Fabulous Garden That Lightens
Up the Shadows before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
Making the Most of Shade: How to Plan, Plant, And Grow a Fabulous Garden That Lightens Up the Shadows:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Making most of ShadeBy Gaelyl have spent two years now creating
ashade garden in a natural shade areain the front of our house. | have tried a hit of this that but without much of a
plan. This helped tremendously in figuring out what looks well together, types of plants, how to compliment one plant
with adifferent one, or showcase a patch of color sizes. Only drawback | found (I think) is | live in the no man'sland
of Zone 5 Michigan whereit is hard to find an abundance of plants that can winter zone 5 unpredictability. And |
would have liked afew more Zone 5 plants. But great book to design and build on for a shade garden.2 of 2 people
found the following review helpful. Mom LOVED her gift!By phunkyvidaBought this as a gift for my Mother in Law
for Christmas. She's from Upstate New Y ork originally but recently bought a house in North Florida. Sheisan avid
gardener but was having trouble figuring out what plant's would do well in adensely shaded yard (due to LARGE
trees). Well she loves this book, and isreally excited to plant her garden! She even told me that this book has taken
residence on her bedside table!6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. An absolute necessity for anyone
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with a shade gardenBy Gary!l found this book soon after it was published and as | was just beginning to plan my shade
garden. | bought several books, including George Schenk's "The Complete Shade Gardener” and Ken Druse's " The
Natural Shade Garden". All three belong in any shade gardener's library. Hodge's book, however, is the most useful,
because it provides a great deal of information on the primary plants used in most shade gardens as well as many rarer
plants. Its pictures, discussions of the various cultivars, and very complete information make it a necessity for any
shade gardener. Its discussions on landscape design are also very useful, but perhaps not as unique or complete as the
plant descriptions. (Druse's book is therefore a good compliment, although | have yet to find a great beginners
reference on that topic. Scehk's book discusses even more plants, but in less detail and is a bit outdated. | find Schenk's
book more useful now that | am looking for rarer plants, but its spacity of pictures makesit hard for beginners.)Two
years ago | had become an addicted gardener and began working part time in a plant nursery. | have learned a great
deal more on the job and regulary advise new and experienced gardeners. | regularly recommend this book to those
just getting started or anxious to find new plants. Even now, however, | find myself going back to this book for new
information or to refresh my knowledge. |, of course, now have access to even more references, including the
illustrated wholesal e catalogs of many plant suppliers. Nevertheless, this book remains the most useful and my
favorite My only complaint? It needs a hardback version. | have now almost worn out my second copy.

A gorgeous celebration of the shade garden--featuring nearly 300 perennials, annuals, bulbs, ferns, ornamental grasses,
and climbing plants that will thrive without direct sunlightA shaded garden can be a soothing sanctuary that even the
most dedicated sun worshipper can welcome on a hot summer day. But how do you get plantsto grow in a spot where
trees and shrubs hide the sun? In this stunning volume, garden expert Larry Hodgson shows how to create a lush and
lovely garden filled with plants that will flourish in the shade. The first part covers the basics of shade gardening,
including planning, planting, and problem-solving. Here readers will find out how to use shade-tolerant grasses and
groundcovers for the root-filled areas under trees; discover solutions for dry shade and heavy needle and leaf drop; and
learn what to do if atree should fall and a shade garden is suddenly thrust back in the sun. The second part is devoted
to an encyclopedia of shade-loving plants.Complete with expert designs for five different kinds of shaded gardens,
Making the Most of Shadeis a splendid new gardening title by the popular author of Perennials for Every Purpose,
which Susan McClure, author of Easy-Care Perennial Gardens, called "atreasure . . . the next best thing to having a
friendly expert whispering in your ear as you plan, plant, and perfect your perennial garden.”

From BooklistGardeners who weed, plant, and prune under the sun's beneficial rays may think they have it "madein
the shade" when it comesto horticultural variety, but there's a downside to all that versatility, according to Hodgson.
Those who garden, figuratively speaking, where the sun don't shine, have less weeds, watering, and other bothersome
maintenance than their full-sun compatriots. Sharing his considerable expertise throughout this comprehensive guide,
Hodgson entertainingly educates both novice and seasoned gardeners about the myriad merits of shade gardening.
From cultural considerations to design decisions, Hodgson covers those relevant topics necessary to transform dark
garden cornersinto radiant exhibitions of texture and color. Hundreds of popular and lesser-known perennials,
annuals, bulbs, vines, and grasses are profiled in-depth, their inclusion based on decades of Hodgson's personal and
professional experience. With informative special features, helpful at-a-glance tips, and lots of color photographs,
Hodgson's enlightening guide is aray of sunshine for shade gardeners. Carol HaggasCopyright American Library
Association. All rights reserved Gardeners who weed, plant, and prune under the sun's beneficial rays may think they
have it "made in the shade" when it comes to horticultural variety, but there's a downside to all that versatility,
according to Hodgson. Those who garden, figuratively speaking, where the sun don't shine, have less weeds, watering,
and other bothersome maintenance than their full-sun compatriots. Sharing his considerable expertise throughout this
comprehensive guide, Hodgson entertainingly educates both novice and seasoned gardeners about the myriad merits of
shade gardening. From cultural considerations to design decisions, Hodgson covers those rel evant topics necessary to
transform dark garden cornersinto radiant exhibitions of texture and color. Hundreds of popular and lesser-known
perennials, annuals, bulbs, vines, and grasses are profiled in-depth, their inclusion based on decades of Hodgson's
personal and professional experience. With informative special features, helpful at-a-glance tips, and lots of color
photographs, Hodgson's enlightening guide is aray of sunshine for shade gardeners. Carol Haggas, BooklistShade-a
welcome retreat for gardeners who want to escape the heat on a hot day or a curse for those who want to grow lots of
colorful flowers? Hodgson (Perennials for Every Purpose) here discusses varying degrees of shade and their
advantages and disadvantages, revealing that plenty of shade does not exclude one from having a lush and beautiful
garden. For gardeners who want more shade, he offers detailed lists of the top shade trees and shrubs; the book's
second half features nearly 300 shade-loving plants (perennials, annuals, climbing vines, and more), plus detailed
information on growing, top performers and varieties, and problem solving. Design tips on how to combine colors and
textures as well as a presentation of five garden plansin various themes (Japanese, Victorian, Native, Textured, and
Annual) keep gardens looking bright and beautiful. Most helpful is Hodgson's chapter on how to cope with problems
like root competition from trees, growing plants in dry or moist shade, and what to do when your neighbor or a storm



knocks down the tree that is your shade source. Along with George Schenk's The Complete Shade Gardener, thisisan
excellent addition for public libraries. Phillip Oliver, Univ. of North Alabama Lib., Florence, Library Journal About the
AuthorLARRY HODGSON is the author of the Rodal e books Perennials for Every Purpose and Annuals for Every
Purpose. A regular contributor to garden magazines here and in Canada, he has also been radio garden commentator

for CBS Radio. Hodgson livesin Sainte-Foy, Quebec.



