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Colleen Plimpton : Mentors in the Garden of Life  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Mentors in the Garden of Life: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Mentors in the Garden of LifeBy A History BuffThis book is going 
to win awards. This book goes beyond a first rate gardening book which tells how to make and grow beautiful flowers 
etc. The 30 plus short stories about each plant, tree, garden animal, etc makes me each of mine more because of the 
meaning behind each one and how it relates to the family and life. Anyone who can make me look at a Compost 
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pile(chapter 13)and enjoy looking at it because of its personal meaning deserves some kind award.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Well Worth the ReadBy BikemanWhether you're a gardener, nature lover or just enjoy 
well told stories, this book is a must read. The author weaves tales of family, wisdom, gardening and intimacy with the 
natural world together in a way that leaves the reader with a deep appreciation for intimate connection.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. A HEARTWARMING GIFTBy sharon o.THIS BOOK IS AN UNEXPECTED 
TREASURE FOR READERS THAT ARE INTERESTED IN THE ART OF GARDENING AND THOSE THAT 
ARE NOT.EACH CHAPTER RELATES A HEARTWARMING STORY ABOUT A RELATIVE OR FRIEND AND 
WHY THEY REMIND THE AUTHOR OF A PARTICULAR PLANT, TREE OR ASPECT OF GARDENING. AT 
THE END OF EACH SEGMENT, A BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE OF THE PLANT IS GIVEN; HOW TO CARE 
FOR IT, ITS SPECIAL USES, ETC....THE ANECDOTES COVER A TIME RANGE FROM THE 1950S TO 
PRESENT DAY. THE AUTHOR CLEVERLY INCORPORATES SIGHTS, SOUNDS, CURRENT EVENTS AND 
FADS FROM EACH PARTICULAR PERIOD, MAKING IT EASY FOR THE READER TO REMEMBER AND 
IDENTIFY WITH THAT ERA.PLIMPTON USES WONDERFULLY DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE CREATIVE 
METAPHORS. SHE EXPERTLY INTER-RELATES THE FOIBLES OF HUMAN NATURE WITH THE 
PERFECTIONS OF MOTHER NATURE.IT'S HARD TO PUT THIS BOOK DOWN; THE AUTHOR'S 
PERCEPTION AND SENSITIVITY PUT A SMILE ON MY FACE AND A MELODY IN MY HEART. I'M NOT A 
GARDENER, BUT MS. PLIMPTON'S ENTHUSIASM IS INFECTIOUS. WHO KNOWS, I MAY TRY SOME OF 
HER SUGGESTIONS AND DISCOVER A LATENT PASSION FOR PLANTING, GROWING AND NURTURING.

Plants and People and Lessons Learned in the Dirt Popular garden columnist, lecturer and coach Colleen Plimpton has 
written a unique gardening memoir filled with funny, sad, touching and memorable stories of her years of digging in 
the dirt, the many people who nurtured her interest from childhood, and the unexpected life lessons she learned from 
morning glories, lilacs, potatoes, and even dandelions. Each chapter concludes with a detailed profile of the plant or 
woodland creature around which the story revolved. Mentors in the Garden of Life has received numerous awards, 
among them: * 2011 Connecticut Book Award Finalist in the Memoir category * The 2011 International Book Awards 
winner, Home: Gardening category * Best Books 2010 Awards Finalist, Home: Gardening, from USABookNews.com

The memories read like heart-warming short stories, the characters real enough to be those in your life. ...it's easy to 
imagine being the teen in hand-me-down denim peering at a bumpy white cauliflower in Uncle Frank's garden. And to 
appreciate how morning glories made friends forlife.-- Kathy Huber, Houston Chronicle/San Antonio Express-
NewsMentors is different from any gardening book I have read. The pages are filled with people who coloured 
Colleen's life with the love of gardening...This is an exceptional book. If you read it, you will remember. More 
importantly, you will mentor.--Dan Clost, book reviewer, Quinte West EMC, Ontario, Canada 


