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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy gayleThis book was just what my husband was looking
for as he starts a garden railway.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A+By C.D.S.Very nice book. Clear
instructions and super pics. A+5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Great Ideas for Miniature
GardeningBy ArleneThisisagreat book for al types of Miniature Gardens. | appreciate the fact that just about every
plant you see is named somewhere on the page. Great examples and combinations.

Here s your guide to creating a beautiful mini landscape. This much-anticipated book is for the gardener working with
miniature plants in specialized landscapes and planters. It is certain to make your mini garden planning more effective
and your plantings more successful .\Written by the long-time gardening columnist for Garden Railways magazine, it is
partly compiled from the author s articles supplemented with updates and additions into a comprehensive guide full of
charts, tips, and the wisdom of master gardeners.Learn more about the special needs of miniature plants, selecting the
perfect plants for each setting, understanding hardiness zones, and applying the right watering, fertilizing, and pruning
techniques.From designing entire railway garden landscapes and container rock gardens to preparing each site
especially for miniature plants, this guidebook will help you pull off the dream mini garden.Features 12 hardy plant
selection charts for ground covers, adding color, miniature trees, drought-resistant settings, aguatic scenes, and many
more.

For outdoor model railroaders, much of the allure of a garden railway isinitsliving landscape. Miniature Garden
Guidebook, the newest title from Kambach Publishing, focuses on planning and designing railway gardens, and
covers selection and climate compatibility of plants. It also offers galleries of miniature gardens for inspiration and
ideas. In Miniature Garden Guidebook, author Nancy Norris covers designing and planning arailway garden, selecting
plants, and mastering the special needs of miniature plants: hardiness zones, watering, fertilization, pruning, and
controlling pests. Handy tables list plants appropriate for ground cover, trees, bushes, grasses, and Aquatic scenes that
make planning more fun and planting more successful. Nancy Norris contributes the columns Greening Y our Railway
and Plant Portraits, as well as feature articles for Garden Railways magazine. In addition, she s a garden railway
planning and construction consultant, having founded her business, Garden Lines, in 997 for building outdoor train
layouts for her own San Francisco Bay area. --Model Railroad NewsNancy Norris, Horticultural Editor for Garden
Railways magazine, has put together this handy guidebook that railroad gardeners, from novices to green-thumbers,
will find useful. It iswell organized into parts and chapters that are color coded, identified with colored tabs along the
margin. The emphasisis definitely on small and miniature plants and intricate |landscapes especially suited to garden
railways.After ageneral introduction, Nancy takes us on a photo tour of afascinating variety of garden railroads from
hawaii, Canada, and the continental US, to Germany. In Part 2 she covers topics related to miniature-landscape
development and maintenance. Part 3 moves on to awide-ranging discussion of plant selection, culture, incorporation
into a variety of landscape themes, miniature-tree development and shaping, and other garden-related topics. Many of
the chapters are taken from Nancy's column, "Greening your railway," including the "Regional garden reports” written
by apanel of avid railroad gardeners from across the US. Handy chartsin each section give useful information to help
in plant selection. Thereis awealth of information in the appendices at the end of the book, which offer resources for
further reading, from books to online sources; online nurseries offering miniature plants; and gardens that are open to
the public for visiting. And thereis an extensive glossary of terms for those unfamiliar with things horticultural,
especially related to garden railroading.Nancy is ahighly qualified expert in the miniature-plant world, especialy in
relation to railroad gardens. Her credentials are augmented by her experience as a consultant and desgner of garden
railroads, and by her travels and investigations of garden railroadsin many parts of the US and Canada. In the how-to
sections of the book, | found her writing to be clear and informative, with helpful references to related resources
tucked in. In the more descriptive sections, | found her prose to be rather colorful and inventive - although
occasionally sounding a bit contrived or overdone. She seems to have a special fondness for the whimsical and
unusual. The soft-cover book is beautifully illustrated throughout with excellent photography, nicely reproduced on
glossy, white paper.Nancy points out that she can't cover all topics related to this wide subject but this book does a
great job of organizing important material in avery readable format. | don't necessarily agree with every
recommendation but there is always room for personal preferences. | did find one place where the information was
incorrect. In Chapter 15, under "Bugs!" (page 82), she states that iron phosphate will kill slugs and snails when they
crawl onit. Actually, iron phosphate products (e.g. Sluggo) are only toxic to slugs and snails when ingested. The
pellets have a coating that appeal s to the slimy creatures. However, it is safe for animals and humans and is actually
beneficial for the soil. On the other hand, diatomaceous earth is a sharply abrasive substance that the tender-bellied
slugs and snails are reluctant to slither across. That small caveat aside, | would heartily recommend this book to anyone
wanting a handy reference for starting, expanding, or maintaining their railroad garden. There are enough ideas with
links to further information here to fire the imagination and give you the necessary know-how to approach railroad
gardening with confidence. --Garden Railways magazineAbout the AuthorNancy Norris contributes the columns
Greening Y our Railway and Plant Portraits as well as feature articles for Garden Railways magazine. In addition, she s



agarden railway planning and construction consultant, having founded her business, Garden Lines, in 1997 for
building outdoor train layouts in her own San Francisco Bay area. Nancy hasaB.S. in Plant Soil Sciences, a Master of
Occupational Education, and has completed a full schedule of gardening in New England and California. Asan
education researcher in the 1980s, Nancy became a ham radio operator and boat builder. She also learned to build and
fly radio-controlled model airplanes, which her grandson wanted to fly. She gives him credit for towing her to alocal
train show where she saw her first copy of Garden Railways magazine. Now she and her grandson are active in their
club, the Bay Area Garden Railway Society, building and running live steam locomotives.



