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H. H. Windsor : Mission Furniture: How to Make It  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Mission Furniture: How to Make It: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The "how to make it" part is a lieBy B. RutledgeConsider one 
example - a large and complicated sideboard: after a long list of the "stock needed" and a small sketch of a portion of 
the sideboard, the bookk simply says "A detailed description is hardly necessary for such a piece of work as this. 
Anyone capable of building it, will know the order of the different operations that are required in its construction". 
That's it. I am an accomplished furniture builder who can make a sideboard, but this is not helpful at all- the partial 
measurements and partial drawing are so content free you need to completely lay it out yourself - and then what is the 
point of the book? Old catalogs with similar black and white sketches and rough measurements will provide as much 
information as this book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good DiagramsBy Alan Dale DanielThe 
key to a woodworking book publishing old designs is the quality of the plans. In this instance the plans are pretty 
good, and the author used color to help the reader distinguish parts. The disappointment comes from the age of the 
designs; that is, the tables et al are obviously made in an era when wood was cheap - at least compared to today. The 
amount of materials used for most of the projects is truly prodigious. Legs on some of the side tables take up more 
material than the top (for example).Still, it is a book of old designs and you can alter them to use less material or 
update the design to be a bit more "modern" without too much trouble. The finishing advice is totally out of date and 
the materials used to finish the wood are substandard compared to modern finishing materials. See Bob Flexner's book 
on Finishing for top notch advice on that subject. That book is also available on Kindle.Since the book I purchased is a 
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Kindle edition I worried about being able to pull up the plans to a size that was readable. There was no problem. The 
plans easily expand to a more than full screen size and you can move around over the plans and see them very well in 
most cases. I have a Kindle Fire so the color in the plans really helped.AD24 of 4 people found the following review 
helpful. Good Overview but not in depth and has a cheap bindingBy CPHopeI agree with most of Donald C. 
Thompson's review, but wanted to add a few points.If you are not skilled at making furniture, this is not the book for 
you, because the descriptions on how to make each project consists solely of a parts list, plus two to three small 
paragraphs. In some instances the plans are not accurate. If you are looking for examples of mission furniture, this is a 
good overview, but the pictures/illustrations are barely legible and there are many other much better books.In regards 
to the binding, this book is of substandard quality. Paying $18-24 for the hardcover version is not suggested. The 
binding is that of a cheap child's textbook with a plastic feel. After opening the book about 4-6 times, the binding is 
already showing stress. I would suggest purchasing the paperback version for about $10. I have a huge library of 
furniture books and furniture plans. As a note, this is one of many recent books I have purchased that are now printed 
and bound in China. I purchase all my books when possible in hardcover format to make them last longer, however in 
almost every instance of a hardcover book bound in China, I have been disappointed. The bindings break very easily 
on most of these books.

Publisher's Note: The three original works by H.H. Windsor were published in 1909, 1910 and 1912. This combined 
volume has very little repetitive material in it. Obviously the first book was so popular that the author decided to 
broaden the range to better penetrate the market. The resulting material is as generally applicable today as it was when 
first published.


