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Charles Quest-Ritson : Ninfa: The Most Romantic Garden in the World  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ninfa: The Most Romantic Garden in the World: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A must have!!By A MomAnyone who has had the good fortune to 
visit Ninfa will relive the experience through this book. A very good history of the acient town and subsequent garden. 
Beautiful pictures. A must have!!

The history of Ninfa stretches back to Roman times. During the Middle Ages, this town was squabbled over, sacked, 
beset by malaria, and eventually abandoned to the elements. A forgotten section of the estate of the aristocratic Caetani 
family, it was left to slumber until the 20th century when descendants transformed it into the stunning place it is today. 
Based on Charles Quest-Ritson's 20-year study of Ninfa, this book showcases the garden's unique appeal in images of 
plants winding over ruined towers and walls, roses scrambling for footholds in crumbling archways, and the frescoed 
church wall still standing, proudly exposed to the weather. In compelling text and lush images, the author explores the 
riches of the only garden in Italy to be featured on a postage stamp, devoting chapters to its history, discovery, and 
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rediscovery, the glittering personalities associated with it, the garden today, and more.

If walls could talk... In this beautifully illustrated and elegantly narrated journey of restoration, the few walls that 
remain standing in Ninfa, a medieval ruin near Rome, reveal the compelling story of a house with a magnificent 
garden that has been in the same family since 1298. Under the tender care and sheer dedication of the family since the 
late 1800s, the gardens have regained their splendour. This book is the next best thing to seeing this remarkable re-
creation in person.#8212Globe and Mail 


