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(author) Robert S. McDaniel : Soap Maker's Workshop: The Art and Craft of Natural Homemade Soap 
(Paperback) - Common  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Soap Maker's Workshop: The Art and Craft of Natural Homemade Soap (Paperback) - Common: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Decent Beginners BookBy Stuart FergusonPretty pictures. The 
language is low and it handles the technical gibberjabber with relative ease. There aren't a lot of words per page.If you 
want a compendium with LOTS of information compacted together in easy to find sections: this is NOT your book.If 
you want a light introduction into the ins and outs of soap making and you want some pictures to help explain it to you 
(and a dvd that comes in the back), then this is your book. It covers safety well.The paper is thick and waxy, which 
makes me think they intended it to be looked at with damp/oily hands. There are recipes in the back.The section on 
fragrance oils was by far the most informative for me.62 of 65 people found the following review helpful. Soap 
Maker's Workshop, McDaniel, ISBN 978-1440207914By Kerri MixonI am delighted with the organization of 
information in this book. There is only a small amount of new info in this book: It is a re-vamping of Essentially Soap 
(Dr. McDaniel's previous book) and several of his articles previously published in the "Saponifier" magazine. The new 
material, although minimal, is exquisite and I am impressed with the information on INS value. I've struggled to write 
emails explaining the Iodine Value and Saponification Value correlation in INS numbers to inquiring soapmakers and 
now refer them to this book. Soapmakers who own neither Essentially Soap nor this new book should purchase only 
the new Soap Maker's Workshop because it contains most of Essentially Soap within its pages. Although originally 
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disappointed in the lack of new material from Dr. McDaniel, I now value this book very highly as a complete source 
of soapmaking information and I greatly appreciate the care in arranging all of his diverse accumulated soapmaking 
material into one comprehensive book. Note: Students of the Soapmaking Studio and some new soapmakers have 
found it beneficial that this book comes with a CD featuring a video of a soapmaking demonstration.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Good book, well explained, but the author doesn't seem to want to share muchBy 
Yael BolenderI liked this book, and I also liked the DVD even if I found it very short.However, the author seems to 
want to make the thing look complicated and dangerous to maybe discourage us a little? It is a pity, because it could 
be a fun set of book and DVD, but once reading it and watching the DVD, we almost feel like if we were disturbing 
somehow.In this book, the author uses a lot of chemistry words, maybe to confuse us as well? I am not sure...Anyway, 
it is still interesting and we still learn something.I precise I am not an expert in soap, but I am learning and this book 
seems okay to me.Esthetically, this book is not the top, but the basics are however there and not so badly explained in 
spite of the fact it is not generously made.Maybe I have this impression because this author is a true professional of 
soap and it is difficult for him to imagine what it is, to be a beginner?He obviously knows what he is talking about, we 
can, at least, trust him on that.The DVD is definitely too too short. At the end, we are still waiting for more...I still will 
recommend this book/DVD in spite of the not fun part.

Using natural ingredients, readers will experience the gratification of processing handmade liquid soaps, cold- and hot-
process soaps, melt-and-pour soaps, re-batched soaps, working with fragrances, skin treatments, colors, and shapes 
and discover the benefits of aromatherapy associated with many essential oils.


